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NEWSLETTER
WVATDA

Republican Carol Miller has beaten Democrat Richard Ojeda in INSIDE THIS ISSUE
the race for the currently open House seat representing West Virginia's 3rd Congressional District.

She previously served as a member of the West Virginia House of
Delegates for the 16th district from 2013 through January 2019. A
member of the Republican Party, she previously served from 2007
until 2013 in the 15th district seat.
With all precincts reporting, *Miller won 56.4 percent of the vote,
followed by Ojeda with 43.6 percent.
Democrats have gained a majority in the House, with 235 seats in
the next Congress. Republicans currently hold all three West Virginia Congressional seats.

Legislative Updates
January 2019



Pictured to the left
is Congresswoman
Miller and family
after being sworn
in.

*Data is from the Associated Press.
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Welcome!
We are pleased to announce that the WVATDA has two new employees, Andrea Greene and Jared Wyrick. The hires of Andrea and
Jared are a clear reflection of the future direction of our Association.

Jared brings eight plus years of legislative experience and has an
extensive knowledge of state government and the legislative process. Previously, Jared was the Director of Rule-Making for the Joint
Committee. As Director, Jared effectively managed all phases of
West Virginia’s rule-making process, passed multiple regulatory reform bills that led to the repeal of over 1,400 rules, and reduced the
State Register by approximately 63 percent. In addition to his role
within the Joint Committee, Jared also worked for the Senate Judiciary Committee during the regular session.

Jared Wyrick
Vice President

“I am incredibly honored and excited to join an association that truly drives West Virginia’s economy. I will
proudly continue to promote sound business policies
while providing strong leadership and maintaining the
high standards that embodies the mission of this Association.”

Jared is a graduate of Marshall University with a M.A. in Public Administration and a B.A. in Political Science. He resides in St. Albans,
WV with his wife Dina and daughter Kensington.

Andrea started her career as a Media/Advertising Coordinator for an auto
dealer marketing company in North Carolina over ten years ago. She started learning Social Media Skills and broadened her traditional marketing
knowledge. In 2009 Andrea moved back to her hometown in Charleston,
WV where she worked in the auto industry handling marketing responsibilities from traditional to digital marketing. For the past five years Andrea has
been employed by Minardi Public Affairs, LLC as a lobbyist and Marketing
Director.
Andrea graduated from West Virginia University with a B.A. in Marketing
and a Minor in Communications. She currently resides in Charleston, WV.

Andrea Greene

Communications and Business
Development Director

We are proud to announce that one of our own WVATDA members,
Charles Rashid, has authored a new book If Winning Were Easy, Losers
Would Do It.
Click here for your free copy on Amazon Kindle!
Then open your Kindle app, “download” the book, and skip to the end
so you can post your five-star review. Please share with your friends
and family!
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Legislative Update
Legislative Leadership for the 84th Legislature
The Legislature kicked off on January 9, announcing a full agenda, with very little overlap of legislative proposals announced by
Governor Justice in the State of the State address. Governor Justice touted that state surplus funds were at a record high, then announced several multi-million dollar proposals. The reported surplus could be spent very quickly; however, at least 50 percent
must be allocated to the state’s “Rainy-Day Fund” for future needs and to ensure that the state’s bond ratings maintain an acceptable level.
Republicans held both Houses, but with slimmer margins. Currently, the Senate is composed of 20 Republicans and 14 Democrats,
and the House is composed of 59 Republicans and 41 Democrats. Senate President Mitch Carmichael, R-Jackson, and House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay, has selected the chairmen and vice chairmen of Senate and House committees for the upcoming legislative session. The newly chosen leadership team assumed their duties Wednesday, January 9, 2019.
Senate
Senator Tom Takubo will serve as Majority Leader; Senator Craig Blair, R-Berkeley, as Finance Chairman; Senator Charles Trump, RMorgan, as Judiciary Chairman; and Senator Charles Clements, R-Wetzel, as Transportation and Infrastructure Chair. For a complete list of Senate committee chairs and vice chairs click here.
House
Delegate Amy Summers, R-Taylor, will serve as Majority Leader; Delegate Kayla Kessinger, R-Fayette, will serve as Assistant
Majority Leader; Delegate Eric Householder, R-Berkeley, as
Finance Chairman; Delegate John Shott, R-Mercer, as Judiciary
Chair; and Delegate Jim Butler, R-Mason, as Chairman of the
new committee on Technology and Infrastructure. (The committee on Technology and Infrastructure will be replacing the
Committee on Roads and Transportation) For a complete list
of House committee chairs and vice chairs click here.
Legislative leadership of the Senate and House of Delegates
announce a bold 2019 agenda that features substantial tax
reforms, broadband expansion efforts, and innovative proposals to create jobs. To view the complete 2019 legislative agenda click here.

Legislation of Concern:
• Protecting your Franchise Law
H.B. 2219 Authorizing certain vehicle manufacturers to operate as new car dealers in West Virginia. Otherwise known as, permitting
manufacturers to compete with you and your franchise(s). Many members and legislators think this is all about Tesla, that is NOT
our concern. Once our franchise statute is opened, either by us or some other competing source, then any and everyone will be
permitted to offer amendments that could potentially harm and destroy the current protections in place for West Virginia dealers.
H.B. 2219 was introduced on January 10, by Delegates Andrew Byrd, D-Kanawha, and John Shott, R-Mercer. Fortunately, the bill
was doubled referenced and is currently pending in the Technology and Infrastructure Committee. WVATDA members are our
greatest tool…CALL YOUR LEGISLATOR!!
• “As Is”
S.B. 43 Relating generally to used motor vehicle warranties, was introduced on January 9, by Senator Charles Trump. However, the
bill we think that will ultimately be considered as yet to be introduced, and that bill will contain the elimination of the inspection
fee. (We will keep you updated, pending the introduction of that bill)
• Commercial Activity Tax from OH and VA (CAT)
Ohio passed CAT legislation in 2005, but recently just started audits of our dealers. We are currently meeting with tax attorneys
and Finance Committee chairs to develop legislation to enable dealers to charge a tax for out-of-state purchases. Currently, surrounding states do not tax dealership inventories. The taxes currently being levied against WV dealers is extremely burdensome.
• Aftermarket Parts
S.B. 49 Relating to use of aftermarket crash parts by motor vehicle repair shop. This bill was introduced on January 9, by Senator
Randy Smith, R-Tucker. This bill would clarify the prohibition against insurance companies forcing the use of non-OEM parts.
• “Loser Pay”
S.B. 95 Providing parties in civil litigation recover attorneys’ fees and costs after dismissal of claim. This bill has been considered in
prior sessions, and would ultimately offer a defense against frivolous litigation. Also known as, “right to defend yourself.”
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR E-MAILS WITH LEGISLATIVE UPDATES, AND PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING ANY LEGISLATION THAT YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT…
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CAT Tax
CAT (COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY TAX) GROWING PROBLEM FOR WEST VIRGINIA DEALERS
The Ohio CAT is a growing issue and problem for West Virginia dealers. The tax is imposed by the Ohio Department of
Revenue on vehicles sold to Ohio residents that purchase vehicles at West Virginia dealerships. Ohio enacted the CAT
bill in 2005, but only within the past three years has there been any activity towards West Virginia businesses. The
bill mirrors the B&O tax that businesses are most familiar with. Surrounding states seem to not be concerned and the
Kentucky dealers have been paying the CAT for several years. HOWEVER, West Virginia is one of the few states
(seven at last count) that has a business inventory tax. Sales of more than $500,000.00 to Ohio residents will be
charged to West Virginia dealers at the rate of 0.026% @ 1,000 of gross receipts ($2,600 @$1,000,000.00). In addition, there are penalties and interest that are accrued to the final tax
bill.
The Ohio General Assembly has reinstated the right to a direct appeal to the Ohio Supreme Court for decisions from the Ohio Board of
Tax Appeals, taking effect September of 2018. This eliminates one
step in the appeal process. However, the appeal process is still long
and expensive. Currently, the WVATDA Legal Defense Fund is supporting one case and potentially a second case in order to defend
West Virginia dealerships against this erroneous charge. The Legal
Defense Fund was established to support issues that would have an
impact on the dealer body as a whole. WVATDA is currently working with our tax attorneys, members of the legislature, and government officials to possibly develop legislation that would enable West Virginia to use the same method of taxation to out of state purchases that are titled in West Virginia. Currently, it appears that only vehicles are the
targets of CAT, but we expect other commerce to be taxed in the near future.
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Keep Your Data Safe
There are many benefits to technology, but there are risks too.

Websites

electronically

stored data are at risk for being
hacked. That is a powerful reality in
this era, which could mean a world
of trouble for your business.

WV DEALER NEWS
WVATDA would like to say Congratulations to Steve Moses on
his nomination for Ally TIME Dealer of the Year.

“In my 40-year career in
the car business, the two
most rewarding aspects
have been our organization's outstanding growth
and my relationships with
our associates,” nominee
Moses said.

and

“Growing from a traditional community
dealership to a multi-point group has been a
very fulfilling journey. And to watch our employees join us and flourish is really wonderful.”
A 1974 graduate of Huntington High School
in Huntington, West Virginia, Moses graduated cum laude from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville with a B.S. in marketing
and psychology in 1978. He was a member
of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.
The car business was part of Moses’ life
from an early age. His father, Jack Moses,
had owned a dealership since the 1940s and
was instrumental in founding the West Virginia Automobile & Truck Dealers Association. “I remember spreading asphalt sealer
on the lots one summer and working in various positions throughout the dealership to
learn the business,” he said… click here for
the full article.

“In light of a changing automotive landscape, partnerships
with manufacturers are more important than ever. Illustrating that loyalty and exceptional customer treatment is
something dealers excel in will only serve to strengthen that
bond.”
5

Follow these 5 rules to help prevent being hacked and keeping
your local association chapter’s
member data safe:
1. User login information should
not be shared with anyone.
2. Passwords should be changed
periodically, StarChapter recommends about every 3 months.

3. Guard what you install on your
computer. That is, make sure the
source is trusted.
4. Encourage your employees to
keep their anti-virus software, with
firewall, installed and up-to-date.
5. Remind your employees not to
link to suspicious URLs from
sources they do not know.
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Save the Dates
Don’t miss the West
Virginia’s 20th International Auto Show!
Thousands of car enthusiasts and future
buyers attend the
show. The Auto Show
will be open to the
public from February
8th-10th at the newly
renovated Charleston
Coliseum and Convention Center. The VIP
Charity Gala will be
February 7th from 6-8
PM. For more information click here.

Mark your calendar for these important events:


NADA Show 2019

January 24th-27th
San Francisco, CA



Board of Directors Meeting

February 7th, 1:30-4:30 PM
WVATDA Office, Charleston, WV



Auto Show VIP Charity Gala

February 7th, 6:00– 8:00 PM
Charleston Coliseum and Conv. Center



West Virginia International Auto Show
February 8th-10th
Charleston Coliseum and Conv. Center



WVATDA Annual Family Convention
June 16th-19th
The Greenbrier Resort

Please join us in celebrating 86 years of the automotive industry in West Virginia and the dealers who made our industry
great! The three day even will be held from June 16th-19th at The Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs, WV.
See WVATDA registration form below and Greenbrier Resort reservation form. Attendees must make their own
room reservations with the Greenbrier Resort.
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Have old CVR inventory?
If your dealership utilizes CVR and you currently have
2019 decals or license plates, that were ordered through
CVR inventory, please send that dated inventory back to
WVATDA at:
WVATDA
Attn: Andrea Greene
1618 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25311
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West Virginia Automobile & Truck Dealers Association
86TH Annual

Family

Convention
at the

Greenbrier Resort

June 16-19, 2019 (CHECKING OUT ON THE 19th)

WVATDA REGISTRATION FORM
Open Registration: September 15, 2018 – June 4, 2019

Dealership/Company ___________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______________________ Zip ___________________________
Phone (

)_____________________ CELL (

)__________________ E-mail ____________________________

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S):

Attendee___________________________Spouse______________________Children _______________________
Attendee___________________________Spouse______________________Children _______________________

WVATDA REGISTRATION FEES
*Register BEFORE MARCH 31 to Receive 10% Discount
Registration RECEIVED AFTER May 19 will encounter an additional 15% charge:
REGISTRATION CUT-OFF Date is June 4th
DISCOUNT
TOTAL
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
10% Discount ________ $_______
NO CHARGE
__-0-___
SUB TOTAL
$_______
WVATDA SPONSORED EVENTS (FEES ARE PER PERSON & MUST BE REGISTERED TO PARTICIPATE IN SPONSORED EVENTS)
SUNDAY
 WELCOME RECEPTION
-0# of guests_______
NO CHARGE
N/A
MONDAY
 **Golf Scramble (WVATDA Registration Fee) $175.00 ++
# of players ______
NO DISCOUNT
$_______
 CASINO NIGHT
-0# of players_______
NO CHARGE
N/A
TUESDAY
 **SPORTING CLAY TOURNAMENT
$50 ++
# of players ______
NO DISCOUNT
$_______
 CHAIRMAN DINNER AND RECEPTION
-0# of guests _______
NO CHARGE
N/A
GRAND TOTAL INCLUDED $ _______










ATTENDEES
Dealer & Spouse/Guest (per couple)
Dealer Single (per person)
Sponsor & Spouse/Guest (per couple)
Sponsor Single (per person)
Non Sponsoring Associate (per person)
Non Sponsoring Spouse (per person)
Children (per child 13-17 years)
Children (per child 3-12 years)
Children (under 3 years)

FEES
$375.00
$200.00
$600.00
$350.00
$625.00
$300.00
$175.00
$125.00
NO CHARGE

# OF GUESTS
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______
# of guests _______

**GOLFERS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MEADOWS GREEN FEES of $225.00, in addition to the WVATDA registration fee.

Player(S) Name & GOLF HANDICAP 1)___________________2)_____________________3)___________________4)________________
** Participants of the Sporting Clay Tournament will be responsible for Greenbrier fees of $154.00, in addition to the $50 WVATDA fee.
Player(s) 1)____________________ 2)___________________3)_______________________4)________________5)________________

Mail Completed form with fees to: WVATDA, P.O. Box 2028, Charleston, WV 25327

***IN THE EVENT THAT A REGISTREE SHOULD NEED TO CANCEL – CANCELLATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY WVATDA
45 DAYS PRIOR TO CONVENTION FOR REFUND OF FEES***
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